
It’s all 
Greek 
to me.

A parent’s guide to all things Westminster

It’s all 
Greek 
to me.

A parent’s guide to all things Westminster



Table of Contents 

 

A-Assembly        Page 1 

B-Beginning of School       Page 1 

C-Conference Days       Page 2 

D-Discipline        Page 2 

E-Extra-Curricular       Page 2 

F-Field Days        Page 2 

G-Grandparents Day       Page 2 

H-History of Westminster       Page 3 

I-Instruction        Page 3 

J-Joint Activities        Page 4 

K-K-6th Grade Activities and Feasts      Page 4 through 6 

L-Lower School        Page 7 

M-Meet the Teacher Day       Page 7 

N-Next Year Day & 6th Grade Graduation     Page 7 

O-Open Houses        Page 7 

P-Parent Night        Page 8 

Q-Questions        Page 8 

R-Report Cards & Progress Reports      Page 8 

S-Spirit Shop        Page 9 

T-Teacher Appreciation Weeks      Page 9 

U-Upper School        Page 9 

V-Volunteering        Page 10 

W-Westminster Academy Annual Fund…and Other Fund Raising  Page 10 through 11 

X-Exams and Other Tests       Page 11 through 12 

Y-Yearbook        Page 12 

Z-…The End        Page 12 

	  

Table of Contents 

 

A-Assembly        Page 1 

B-Beginning of School       Page 1 

C-Conference Days       Page 2 

D-Discipline        Page 2 

E-Extra-Curricular       Page 2 

F-Field Days        Page 2 

G-Grandparents Day       Page 2 

H-History of Westminster       Page 3 

I-Instruction        Page 3 

J-Joint Activities        Page 4 

K-K-6th Grade Activities and Feasts      Page 4 through 6 

L-Lower School        Page 7 

M-Meet the Teacher Day       Page 7 

N-Next Year Day & 6th Grade Graduation     Page 7 

O-Open Houses        Page 7 

P-Parent Night        Page 8 

Q-Questions        Page 8 

R-Report Cards & Progress Reports      Page 8 

S-Spirit Shop        Page 9 

T-Teacher Appreciation Weeks      Page 9 

U-Upper School        Page 9 

V-Volunteering        Page 10 

W-Westminster Academy Annual Fund…and Other Fund Raising  Page 10 through 11 

X-Exams and Other Tests       Page 11 through 12 

Y-Yearbook        Page 12 

Z-…The End        Page 12 

	  



ssembly:  Assemblies are held each Tuesday morning from 8:00 - 8:35 in the sanctuary.  All students attend, 
although some assemblies are not required for K and 1st grades.  Parents are always welcomed and encouraged 

to attend, as well as any siblings who have not yet begun school.  A list of upcoming assemblies is always included in 
the Westminster Weekly.  The content of each assembly varies from week to week, so to make your decision process 
easier, we have compiled a list of the following “must see” assemblies! 

Opening Assembly (Principium Concilium):  An annual event that opens each school year with tradition 
and ceremony, this assembly places a special emphasis on the senior class and their role as leaders in the 
upcoming year. 

Thanksgiving Assembly:  A special time of reflection and thanksgiving as a school community. 

Christmas Carol Assembly:  A favorite WA tradition, this assembly is an opportunity to rejoice in the birth 
of Christ through song, highlighted by the candlelit rendition of “Silent Night, Holy Night” by the faculty.  
Families are encouraged to sit and worship our newborn King together. 

Helen Morris Richardson Performing Arts series:  Funded by a grant from a WA friend, this is a bi-annual 
showcasing of high caliber performance art from the Memphis area and beyond.  Past assemblies have 
included performances from Opera Memphis, the Memphis Symphony Orchestra and acclaimed soprano 
Kallen Esperian. 

Student Works:  Held once each semester, this is a showcase of current Westminster students and their 
work.  Spanning the grades from K through 12th, students are chosen by teachers to give an oral 
presentation representing their talents that have been demonstrated in the classroom.  You’ll see everything 
from the reciting of memorized work, the reading of an essay, to the singing of a student-composed song.  
Parents of presenting students will be notified in advance so they can be sure to attend. 

Awards Assembly:  Students from grades 2nd—12th are recognized in areas of academic and character 
achievement.  Parents of award recipients will be notified in advance so they can be sure to attend. 

Farewell Assembly (Chairete Ekklesia):  An annual event that serves as the close to the school year, this 
assembly is steeped in WA tradition and ceremony.  From the parade of classes at the beginning, to the 
bagpipes at the end, this is one assembly not to miss.  It serves as the official transition of our juniors as the 
next senior class. Every student attends and many have special roles to play. 

 

eginning of school:  Whether you are a first-time or returning WA family, the beginning of a school year is 
always an exciting yet hectic time of year.  Here are a few highlights that mark the beginning of each school year. 

Summer packet:  These informational packets are emailed in early July and contain everything you need to 
know about the next school year, including class and supply lists.  All the information can be found on the 
website under “Current Families,” then “Summer Mailing.” 

Meet the Teacher Day:  Please see M entry. 

Uniforms:  A description of the WA uniform policy for boys and girls is included in the summer packet, and 
can be found on the website (under “Current Families”) and in the Student/Parent Handbook.  Uniforms 
can be purchased through Parker uniforms, with select items being available through Land’s End.  There is 
also an  annual “Uniform Consignment Sale” held at the beginning of the school year where parents can 
purchase gently used uniform pieces at half the retail price!  Students may choose to wear any uniform on 
any day, with the exception of Tuesdays when everyone wears the “dress uniform.”  The school logo may 
be printed on polo shirts ordered from Land’s End (look out for the penny sale on logos), but are not 
required.  The best advice is to talk to other parents to gather information on what items the students 
consider necessary and those they do not. Occasionally, there will be a “no uniform day” when students are 
allowed to wear an official WA school or athletic t-shirt and jeans.  These t-shirts may be purchased through 
the Spirit Shop. 

New Parent Orientation: This evening serves as a gathering for all parents whose children are new to WA 
for the upcoming school year.  Held at a Westminster family’s home, it is a casual night of fellowship and 
information shared by the Headmaster, the Upper School (US) & Lower School (LS) heads, as well as other 
administrators.  An invitation will be sent out to new parents.  Please, no children. 
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onference Days:  Held at various times throughout the school year, parent/teacher conference days are           
mandatory for all parents.  These serve as a formal time of communication between the classroom teacher and 

the parents.  Teachers will update parents on the student’s progress, and parents have an opportunity to ask 
questions.  Multiple days and time slots will be made available for conference days, and parents will be notified 
when it is time for them to sign up.  A separate time slot is designated for each student.  Parents should note that 
school will be a half day for students at the time of parent/teacher conferences (except 7th grade conferences in the 
fall).  LS conferences and 7th grade conferences are held in October and US conferences will be in January.  Parents 
are welcomed and encouraged to make an appointment with a teacher at any time beyond these designated official 
conference times to discuss their child.  Childcare arrangements should be made as children and siblings should not 
attend parent/teacher conferences. 

 
iscipline:  As with any family unit, discipline plays a role in a parent’s desire to “bring them up in the discipline 
and instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).  Westminster’s view of discipline is for the purpose of cultivating 

character that is honoring and pleasing to God. While we do train behavior, more importantly we seek to train the 
heart and appeal to the conscience.  All discipline will be administered in an effort to communicate the Gospel—that 
we are all sinners in need of a Savior, that actions and attitudes have consequences, that we can ask for and receive 
forgiveness and restoration, that God can enable us to be and do what He has called us to as we depend on Him.  
Westminster places a priority on involving parents in issues involving discipline and will notify parents of more 
significant issues and ask them to be a part of the process.  Parents should read the full description of Upper School 
and Lower School discipline policies found in the Student/Parent Handbook.  Any issues with disciplinary action 
should first be addressed to the classroom teacher, then to the US /LS head and then to the administration. 

 
xtra-curricular: Westminster offers a robust athletic and extra-curricular program for our students that places 
them under the leadership of quality coaches and teachers who endeavor to teach and train them in the skills of 

their activity, as well as the spiritual applications that can be applied to these activities.  The athletic department 
offers the following sports:  Boys and Girls Basketball, Boys and Girls Cross Country, Boys Soccer and Girls 
Volleyball.  Our extra-curricular program includes: Wordsmith, Mock Trial, Youth in Government, Knowledge Bowl 
and Chess Club.  There is a cost involved with all the athletic and extra-curricular programs, and a sign-up period 
will be announced for each throughout the school year. 

 
ield Days: These fun-filled days occur each fall and spring.  The Upper School field days held in both fall and 
spring, serve as a time of competition among the four Houses.  In the spring, the senior class plans and 

orchestrates the Lower School (2nd-6th) field day as a day of competition that allows a break from the daily 
classroom activities...as well as a break from their uniforms!  As always, parents and siblings are welcome to drop by 
and see their children in action. 

 
randparent’s Day: Every year, Westminster invites the grandparents of our students to join us on our campus.  
Family is the most important unit in a child’s life and development, and the influence that grandparents can 

have in the lives of their grandchildren is truly immeasurable.  We celebrate this special relationship by hosting them 
with a morning in our school.  Grandparents of Lower School students experience time in each child’s classroom and 
see classical Christian education in action, while Upper School grandparents learn more about Westminster as they 
visit with their grandchildren. The students always look forward to showing off their grandparents to their friends 
and teachers...and, of course, enjoying the half-day of school that accompanies it! 
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istory of Westminster Academy:  Founded in 1996 by six couples from five different churches, Westminster 
Academy had its first community-wide meeting on November 9, 1995, with guest speaker Marlin Detweiler. He 

is the founder and publisher of Veritas Press, formerly with The Geneva School in Orlando, and founder of Veritas 
Academy in Lancaster, PA. In January 1996, Douglas Wilson, of Logos School, came and spoke to the group. Our 
educational philosophy has its roots in his book, Recovering the Lost Tools of Learning. His work was inspired by C. S. 
Lewis' contemporary, Dorothy Sayers, who wrote an essay in the 1950’s promoting the recovery of the medieval 
Trivium for use in schooling.  A copy of her essay, “The Lost Tools of Learning,” as well as a guide to other classical 
resources can be found at our website, www.wamemphis.com, under the Classical Model heading. 

On September 6, 1996, Westminster Academy opened its doors to 41 students in the Cathedral of Praise Church in    
Cordova, TN.  In the fall of 1997, the school moved to Broadmoor Baptist Church with 56 students, and moved again 
in the fall of 2003 to our current location at Ridgeway Baptist Church with 268 students.  We continue to grow, 
pushing closer each year to a full capacity of 440 students. As of the 2012-2013 school year, there were 349 students 
enrolled.  Westminster is the only classical school in the Memphis area and is considered one of the top classical 
Christian schools of two hundred nation-wide.  In the spring of 2000, Westminster had its first graduating class of 7 
students.  In 2002, Westminster Academy became accredited by and a charter member of the Association of Classical 
and Christian Schools (ACCS).  In the year 2009, Westminster reached several notable milestones.  First, Westminster 
graduated its 10th graduating class made up of 13 students.  Secondly, a member of this class received the 100th 
diploma awarded by the school, and, finally, the class of 2009 contained the first two graduates who had attended the 
school from Kindergarten through the 12th grade.  These students were the first inductees into Westminster 
Academy’s 13-year society.  In 2012, Westminster became a member of the Tennessee Association of Church Related 
Schools (TACRS).  In the words of Holley Halford Peters (class of 2002), who wrote the book Even If I Have to Walk 
There, which chronicles the humble beginnings of Westminster Academy: 

“We have a heritage worth remembering because we serve a God worth honoring.  In remembering our past 
we see the hand of God, which ought to evoke a spirit of thankfulness and spur us on to pursue Him in the 
future.  May God be glorified because of the life of Westminster Academy.” 

 
nstruction:  If there is anything that makes Westminster unique from every school in the Memphis area, it is our   
instructional model that is the combination of the classical and Christian educations.  The Greeks and Romans 

defined seven ways of learning, referred to as the seven liberal arts, as the Trivium (three ways) being the verbal arts 
and the Quadrivium (four ways) being the mathematical arts.  These are the tools that give a student the ability to 
know and learn, to be self-conscious and God-conscious, to think and reason about God, ourselves and the world 
around us.  At Westminster you will hear the word “Trivium” many times...but what does it mean?  As stated, these 
are the three arts that make up the foundation of any subject.  These three arts are grammar (the vocabulary and basic 
content of a subject), logic (the ability to develop and connect categories within a subject) and rhetoric (the ability to 
express oneself verbally and in writing on a subject).  To put it simply, the end result of a classical education is 
teaching students how to think as opposed to what to think.  Westminster is also a Christian school.  As Christians, 
we understand that God is the author of all truth, the truth of history, math, science and the humanities….all is His.  
The purpose of our education is to know Him, and in knowing Him, to bring Him glory.  Faith is integrated 
throughout your child’s learning at WA, not just in Bible class.  If you are new to classical Christian education (let’s 
face it...most of us are) don’t be overwhelmed.  Understanding our vocabulary and what we do will be a process, so 
learn with us, just as your children will, by asking questions and engaging us as we teach. 
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oint Activities:  While most schools seek to separate their student population, here at Westminster we aim to do the 
opposite.  We are always looking for purposeful and meaningful ways to allow our students to interact with one 

another, and because of our small class sizes, we are able to promote strong relationships within and among the 
grades.  We want the Kindergartners to know the 4th graders, the juniors and seniors to know and work with the 3rd 
graders.  Becoming a leader as an Upper School student has its beginnings in observing and interacting with leaders 
as a Lower School student.  Some of our favorite joint grade activities are as follows: 

3rd grade Olympics: The junior and senior classes join the 3rd grade class in organizing and presenting the 
Greek Olympics.  The seniors play the role of the Greek gods that have been studied through the reading of 
the Greek myths, while the juniors pair up with the 3rd graders to build and race Greek chariots.  They all 
join together for a great feast and participate in the Olympic games together. 

4th grade Fables & Fairy Tales:  As a lesson in writing and creativity, the 4th graders are charged with the 
task of writing a fable or fairy tale about their assigned Kindergarten friend.  The 4th graders must interview 
their Kindergartner and include these facts in the fable or fairy tale that they write, allowing them to hone 
their skills as listeners and writers.  Of course the Kindergartners benefit as well.  In addition to gaining a 
new friend, they practice their skills of rhetoric while being interviewed and witness the writing process 
first hand. 

Secret Santa:  A favorite WA tradition is the Secret Santa event that precedes the Christmas break.  Students 
in grades 6 through 12 are anonymously paired with students in grades K through 5.  Over the course of a 
couple of weeks the US students send letters to their LS partner containing clues to their identity.  The 
activity culminates in Secret Santa day when the US identities are revealed and a small gift is given to each 
LS student.  The gift of friendship truly is as special as the gifts that are exchanged, with students 
remembering their Secret Santa for years to come. 

 

—6th grade activities and feasts:  Here at WA we believe that having children “participate” in history is the best 
way to learn, so the idea of a great party or feast to conclude the study of a particular subject fits right in.  We 

take every opportunity to dress up in costume as well!  Below is a list of the key activities and feasts that are 
celebrated in each grade, as well as an indicator of the costume that accompanies the activity. 

Literary Character Day:  This is an event that pertains to all Lower School grades. It is held in the 2nd 
semester and allows students in Lower School to celebrate their love for great literature by dressing as their 
favorite literary character.  It is a great treat to see the varied characters from an array of literature selections 
come alive through the students’ creative and colorful costumes. 

Kindergarten:    

Boo-Hoo Breakfast—A brief breakfast is held on each staggered day of Kindergarten, giving parents one 
more opportunity to hug and kiss their little ones before leaving them in the care of the Kindergarten 
teachers.    Of course, a great aspect of WA is that you will see them again in only four short hours at noon 
pick up!!  Siblings welcomed. 

Thanksgiving Feast—Students enjoy a Kindergarten version of the first Thanksgiving Feast enjoyed by the 
Pilgrims and Indians.  In addition to hearing a delightful retelling of the Thanksgiving story, students also 
try their hands at a few classroom-baking activities.  Siblings welcomed, although they will not receive a 
meal.               Parent & Student Costume: Pilgrim or Indian 

4th grade Fables & Fairy Tales—Each Kindergartner is paired with a 4th grader who interviews him/her 
and includes these details in an original fable or fairy tale that is written just for him/her. Parents are invited 
to come to the classroom to hear the stories read aloud.  Siblings welcomed.      
      Costume:  Appropriate for their story character 
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Kindergarten (cont): 

P.J. day/Hat day/100th day of school—Fun days of dressing in costume and enjoying theme-related 
activities. 

K celebration—Serving as an end-of-the-year celebration and graduation, this is a time for teachers and 
parents to come together to acknowledge the special year that each child has experienced.  Each child will 
receive a special memory book of his/her time in Kindergarten and will perform in a play with fellow 
classmates.  Families welcomed.             Costume: Animal appropriate to play character 

1st grade:    

Thanksgiving Feast—While a separate activity from the K Thanksgiving Feast (see above), the 1st grade 
version follows the same concept.               Parent & Student Costume: Pilgrim or Indian 

Polar Express Day—A celebration of the beloved book that is read in class.  Students are allowed to come to 
school in their pajamas and enjoy watching the movie while drinking hot chocolate.     
      Costume: P.J.’s 

100th day of school—An exciting day of celebrating the 100th day of school and understanding the  concept 
of 100.  Regular school uniform is worn. 

Fruit of Character—A beloved WA tradition, this end of the year celebration recognizes the growth of each 
student in a particular area of the Fruit of the Spirit that has been studied throughout the year.  Parents and 
family members will want to bring their tissues to this touching ceremony. 

2nd grade:   

Christmas Breakfast—The 2nd grade class enjoys a Christmas-themed breakfast before departing to enjoy a  
performance of the beloved ballet,  The Nutcracker.  Please no siblings.     
      Costume: Sunday dress  

Egyptian Feast—As an extension of their study of Egyptian history and the Biblical story of Moses, the 2nd 
graders enjoy an Egyptian feast and day of activities.  Please no siblings.                                       
         Parent & Student Costume: Egyptian pharaoh or princess 

Seder-  In order to deepen their understanding of the Israelites’ faith and beliefs, the class participates in a 
traditional Easter Seder.  This includes the reading of scripture and the tasting of foods to accompany each 
passage.  Please no siblings.         
      Costume: Sunday dress 

Little House Hoe Down—After reading the classic book Little House on the Prairie, the 2nd graders enjoy a 
day celebrating the food and activities of Laura Ingalls’ days on the prairie.  Please no siblings.   
      Parent & Student Costume: Prairie outfit 

3rd grade:  

Greek Olympics—As part of their study of  Greek and Roman history, the 2nd grade class pairs up with the 
junior and senior classes to participate in an Olympic-themed feast and games.  Students participate in 
modern versions of the classic Olympic games with the grand finale being a chariot race with their junior 
partners.  Please no siblings.                                        
      Parent & Student Costume: Toga 

Popper’s Penguins—After reading the book, a black and white themed party is thrown in celebration.  
Students enjoy black and white themed snacks and games as well as the movie The March of the Penguins.  
During class; no siblings.               
      Costume: Penguin or black and white outfit 

Pony Auction—As a conclusion to reading the book Misty of Chincoteague, the students have the opportunity 
to recreate the pony auction that they have read about in the book. During class; no siblings.     
      Costume: Cowboy/girl 
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4th grade:  

St. Augustine and 4th grade play—Each 4th grade class produces and presents this play  to parents  and 
other classes.                
      Costume: Appropriate to character 

4th grade Fables & Fairy Tales—See description included in Kindergarten activities. 

Viking/Barbarian project—Students build a replica of one aspect of a Viking/Barbarian civilization.             
In addition, each student presents an oral report on their findings to classmates and parents. 

Monk Day—At the conclusion of their study of the role monks played in the early life of the church, 
students will visit a monastery and hear from a nun.   Students are encouraged to engage in and appreciate 
the life of simplicity to which monks have been called.                     
      Costume: Monk robe 

Medieval Feast—Students celebrate their study of the Middle Ages with a feast and day of activities.   
      Parent & Student Costume:  Medieval dress 

5th grade:  

Pink Palace Crafts Fair:  With an emphasis on early American history, the Pink Palace Crafts Fair provides 
students with the opportunity to observe old-fashioned workmanship by craftsmen and women. 

Thanksgiving Feast—Students culminate their study of the plight of the Pilgrims with a recreation of the 
first Thanksgiving feast.                   
      Costume: Pilgrim outfit 

Scottish Breakfast—All things Scottish are celebrated as students take a break from their study of church 
and Scottish history.                 
      Costume: Kilts for boys and Scottish dress for girls 

Parade of Colonies—Each student builds a float representing a specific colony as a part of the study of 
American history. 

Revolutionary War ABC book—This project encourages the students to combine their creativity and writing 
skills as they produce a book of revolutionary facts.  This project spans several months. 

6th grade:  

Kidnapping and 6th grade retreat—Intended as a surprise, students are kidnapped and taken to a 
beginning-of-the-year retreat that encourages leadership and community. 

Shiloh Field Trip—Following their study of the Battle at Shiloh, 6th graders take a two hour drive to visit the 
well-known battlefield.  After a brief explanation of a soldier's life by a ranger, the 6th graders tour the 
battlefield. The students are the tour guides. At each place where a major event happened on the battlefield, 
one student will explain the event and tell of its significance. After completing the tour, students have a 
greater understanding of the difficulties faced by soldiers during the Civil War. 

Shakespeare Play—Students produce and act in a production of one of the playwright’s classic plays.   
      Costume: Character appropriate 

Play/Musical—Each year the 6th graders attend at least one play or musical off campus. 

6th Grade Graduation—This year-end ceremony honors each student and celebrates his/her          
completion of Lower School.  See more information under “N” for Next Year Day & 6th grade       
graduation. 

While there are many more activities than listed above, all classes celebrate traditional holidays such as Christmas, 
Valentine’s Day and Easter with a class party.  Parents will have an opportunity to sign up to help with any of these 
activities at Meet the Teacher Day or by contacting the classroom teacher or room parent. 
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ower School:  The Lower School (LS) is composed of grades K—6 and is housed in the south wing of the building 
(to the right of the main entrance).  Grades K—3rd are on the main floor while 4th—6th, Latin and Science are on 

the 2nd floor.  If you need to set up a meeting time with the Head of the Lower School or discuss the particulars of LS 
rules and procedures, please contact the Lower School assistant.  Other staff members with offices in the LS hallway 
are the school Controller, assistant school Controller and the Events Coordinator.  The LS hallway is a busy place and 
there always seems to be a feast or event going on somewhere!  Parents are encouraged to walk the halls and visit 
any of the classrooms in order to observe the happenings in class, always remembering to maintain a quiet and 
respectful presence so as not to disrupt other classes.   In order to maintain a high quality of communication between 
school and parents, a white communication folder will be sent home each Tuesday.  Parents should read and respond 
to the papers within and send the folder back with students on Wednesday.   Classroom teachers also will send home 
a weekly calendar and newsletter briefing the parents on the assignments and activities for the week. 

 

eet the Teacher Day:  This day is the official first day of school, and serves as a time for families to purchase 
classroom consumables, take supplies to their classrooms and, of course, meet the teacher!  New families are 

allowed to arrive first.  Families will need to visit the cafeteria in order to purchase items from their consumables list, 
as well as school t-shirts, PE uniforms, place food orders and so forth.  Families also visit the classroom(s) of each 
Lower School child in order to put away their supplies for the year.  This is a great time for parents to see what 
volunteer opportunities are available in each child’s classroom.   Parents should make every effort to find child care 
for pre-K siblings as this can be a hectic day of talking and visiting with teachers and students, and NO, students do 
not have to be in uniform! 

 

ext Year Day & 6th Grade Graduation:  Sixth grade is the culmination of the Lower School experience for WA 
students, and we intentionally incorporate several activities to help students prepare for the transition to Upper 

School.  Sixth graders rotate daily among three core teachers in order to prepare them for the changing of classes and 
multiple teachers in 7th grade.  Special study skills classes are given at the beginning of each semester and cumulative 
exams are given at the end of each semester.  In April, 6th graders participate in Next Year Day in which they have the 
opportunity to visit the 7th grade classes, experience a morning in Upper School and eat lunch with the US students.  
Parents have lunch with the 7th grade teachers and receive an introduction to the US.  Finally, the sixth grade 
graduation ceremony at year’s end honors each student and celebrates the completion of Lower School. 

 

pen Houses:  In order to showcase our school and style of education to prospective parents, WA holds several 
Open Houses throughout the year.  These events engage prospective parents in the unique aspects of 

Westminster by allowing them to get a glimpse of the student life and works at WA.  Unless a family has a student 
who is participating in the program, attendance by current families is not requested.  The greatest contribution WA 
parents can make is to send a friend to an Open House!  The dress for Open Houses is casual and is an adult-only 
event.  Information and details about Open Houses can be found on the website. 
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arent Night (Upper School & Lower School):  Held on different nights, these events serve as an opportunity for 
parents to hear updates from key administrators, receive the school directory, and visit their child’s classroom.  

Following a time of fellowship and instruction from administrators, Lower School parents will spend time in each 
child’s classroom and hear an overview of the year from the teacher.  Upper School parents will walk through an 
abbreviated version of their child’s daily schedule.  Parents should be aware that this is not the time for a conference 
with the teacher or for asking questions specific to their child’s progress.  Each teacher will be glad to set up an 
individual conference if a parent sees the need.  Both parents are encouraged to attend this casual evening of 
fellowship and information.  Students and siblings do not attend this event. 

Parent Fellowship Dinner:  The Parent Fellowship Dinner is designed to provide parents with an informal 
opportunity to hear directly from the Headmaster and other administrators about the current and future plans for 
our school, as well as updates concerning specific areas of concern for parents.  It is also a time for parents to have the 
opportunity to get to know each other better.  The dinner is held after we return from the Christmas holiday and 
includes a pot-luck style dinner.  This is a casual, parents-only event, although in past years childcare has been 
provided by the US Houses. 

 

uestions:  As you will soon notice, questions are a big deal here at WA.  A majority of instruction at WA happens 
through the use of Socratic dialogue (teaching through the use of intentional and leading questions), and 

students learn to ask meaningful and purposeful questions in every discipline.  Parents will have lots of questions as 
well so here are the best resources for finding the answers: 

www.wamemphis.com: Parents should go to the website not only to find the answers to their questions, but 
also to familiarize themselves with the concepts of the classical model of instruction.  Questions about         
uniform policy, sports schedules, upcoming events; most everything is addressed on the website.  Once you 
are on the website, click on the “Current Families” tab to find information germane to student and school 
life.  This is the best tool to use in search of answers and knowledge about our school.  The website also 
serves as an informational tool for those interested in WA by clicking on the “Prospective Families” tab. 

Parent/Student Handbook and Directory:  Handed out at the US and LS parent nights, these serve as a 
great tool to parents to aid in their communication with other WA families and to address questions and 
concerns about a student’s progress.  Before approaching a teacher or administrator, you are encouraged to 
read the guidelines that have been included in the handbook.  Every WA family will have personal 
information, such as telephone numbers and addresses, included in the directory.  Parents are asked to be 
respectful of this information and not to use it for business or non-school related purposes. 

E-mails:  All staff members have a WA email address that consists of their first initial and last name with the 
tag line @wamemphis.com (for example:  Joe Smith - jsmith@wamemphis.com).  Parents are encouraged to 
use emails as a quick and efficient way to communicate with teachers about concerns or questions. A 
general rule of etiquette to keep in mind:  if there is any emotion involved in your message, it would be best 
to talk to the teacher directly.  We are all aware of how easily emotional words can be taken out of context in 
the written form.  As with the directory information, parents are asked to be respectful of this line of 
communication and not to share it with outside sources. 

 

eport Cards & Progress Reports:   Report cards are sent home at the end of each quarter.  In the LS, they are sent 
home via the white Tuesday folder (with the final report card being mailed home at year’s end).   US report 

cards will be mailed home each quarter.  The LS report cards at WA are different from the typical format used by 
many schools.  The traditional grading of academics and skills is present, but you will also see categories for 
evaluation of a student’s progress in areas of character development and virtue.  Many of these areas require a 
subjective evaluation and by no means define a child as a whole.  Westminster recognizes that we all require 
instruction not only in the formal academic subjects, but also, and more importantly, in the character of our souls.    
In addition to the formal report card, progress reports will be sent to the parents of students who have less than a 
70% average in any class/subject at mid quarter.  These are mailed to the parents and contain information from the 
teacher describing the issues he or she has seen in the classroom and in the student’s work, as well as solutions they 
would recommend for addressing the problem areas.  The goal of the school is to communicate with the parents in a 
proactive manner which allows for positive and helpful communication on behalf of the student.  US parents can 
access students’ grades at any time during the year through Parents Web. 
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pirit Shop:  The Spirit Shop exists to meet all of your school spirit needs. Its offerings include WA logo cups to 
field trip t-shirts and everything in between. Each year the selection varies, so be sure to check the shop often. The 

spirit shop is open for purchases several times per year. It is open on Meet The Teacher Day, Upper and Lower 
School Parent Nights, and again around Christmas in the lobby. If a need arises, we can try to fill it with anything we 
have left. 

 

eacher Appreciation Weeks:  Each year the Westminster Parents Association (WPA) organizes a Teacher 
Appreciation Week for both the LS and the US teachers and staff.  Parents and students are sent information     

detailing the events of the week and allowing for volunteer opportunities.  Teachers are treated to special treats and 
gifts throughout the week, culminating in a luncheon held in their honor at the end of the week.  Parents will have 
the opportunity to help by providing snacks or dishes for the luncheon or even serving as a class substitute so 
teachers can partake in the luncheon.  If interested in helping, contact the WPA representatives for LS and US.  Of 
course, Lower School parents can “treat” their classroom teacher at any time by taking a look at the teacher’s 
“Favorites” list.  The room parent has a copy in her notebook and will gladly share it with parents. 

 

pper School—Houses & Protocol:  The Upper School (US) is comprised of students in grades 7—12 and is 
housed in the north wing of the building (to the left of the main entrance) on the second floor.  The following 

offices may be found there: Head of the Upper School, Assistant Head of Upper School, Administrative Assistant to 
the Upper School who can be contacted for appointments with either the Head of Upper School or the Assistant 
Head of Upper School, as well as general questions about US rules and procedures.  There are many aspects of 
Westminster that make us unique when compared to other schools, and if there is anything that makes our Upper 
School unique it has to be the House system and the Protocol Ball. 

House System: Beginning in the fall of 2007, WA grouped its US students into four different “Houses.”  
Each House has an equal number of students, with a relatively equal distribution of age and gender.  
Patterned after a traditional approach to the social aspects of a school, the Houses are named for faithful 
men from early periods of history in the church: Athanasius, Becket, Boniface and Columba.  Each House is 
led by a House Captain, a 12th grade student, and a Housemaster, a faculty member whose primary 
responsibility is student mentoring.  The purpose of the House System is to provide a structure that fosters a 
better school culture by creating more accountability, ownership and leadership among students and faculty 
in a way that is intentional and personal.  Therefore, the fundamental component of the House System is its 
separation of the students and faculty from a large community into smaller ones.  House events during the 
year include a fall and spring field day, and a Namesake Challenge with drama, music, art and writing 
competitions. 

Protocol:  Throughout the year, each grade considers a particular area of etiquette and each one    
demonstrates the love of God.  This training seeks to complement the instruction students receive in the 
classroom.  As the school seeks to cultivate wisdom and virtue in its students, it strives to equip them not 
only with the skills to reason, discern and love God’s Truth, but also with skills and principles to embody 
the humility and graciousness of Jesus in His world.  The scope of the curriculum from 7th-12th grades is   
as follows: 

7th grade:    Posture, Deportment, and Introductions 

8th grade:    Basic Table and Meal Etiquette 

9th grade:    Restaurant Etiquette, Conversation, and Technology Etiquette 

10th, 11th & 12th grades:  Ballroom Dancing and Interview Etiquette 

Each grade ends the year with a culminating event, with the most formal being the Protocol Ball held for the 10th—
12th grade classes. 
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olunteering:  While we believe we have the finest faculty and staff in the city serving at our school, many events 
and opportunities simply would not be possible without our parent volunteers.  If you have a talent for it, we 

can probably find a use for it somewhere in our school community.  There are many ways to volunteer at WA, both 
in and out of the classroom itself.  The following are only a few suggestions: 

Westminster Parent Association (WPA):  The WPA seeks to aid the teachers and staff at our school by      
providing the manpower needed for certain events, as well as finding a way for all families, both new and 
old, to plug into a place of service at our school. 

Substituting:  We are always in need of dependable substitutes for our teachers and office staff.  If you are   
interested in serving in this area, come to the office for a form you can fill out.  This can range from being a 
substitute for a teacher in the classroom to answering the phones in the office.  If interested in serving as a 
classroom substitute, please contact the office and sign up to attend a substitute training class.  Substitute 
training is a mandatory two-hour meeting held in the fall. 

Room Parent:  In the LS, each classroom has a parent, typically a mother, who serves as the official              
communicator and planner of class events.  More affectionately known as the Room “Mom,” she makes sure 
all parents represented in the classroom are aware of upcoming events and coordinates for the needs of the 
classroom.  Each Room Parent is given a notebook at the beginning of the year that contains detailed 
information and pictures about the events of the year.  Of course you don’t have to be a Room Parent to 
participate...there are plenty of opportunities to assist the Room Parent by coordinating or helping with a 
specific event.  In the US, each House has a House “Mom” who assists with meeting the House’s needs. 

Above all, no matter where you decide to utilize your talents, know that we want your involvement in our school.  
Don’t wait to be asked...seek out opportunities and make yourself available.   Besides helping a teacher or student, 
there is no better way to know the members of the Westminster community than volunteering on a project together. 

 

estminster Academy Annual Fund...and other fundraising events:  The WA annual fund serves as a           
fundraising arm of the school.  The cost of tuition does not cover the actual cost of educating each child.  The 

Westminster Annual Fund, along with other fundraisers, seeks to bridge that gap so the school can keep tuition as 
low as possible and still offer an excellent education.  Below is a list of fundraising activities at Westminster. 

Westminster Academy Annual Fund:  Each school year, families are encouraged to consider how they 
might participate in the Annual Fund.  Westminster has a nearly 100% participation record by the faculty, 
staff and board of directors in the Annual Fund drive and sees the participation by parents rise each year.  
Whether the amount given is small or large, the goal of the drive is 100% participation! 

Funis Runis:  Held in the early weeks of the school year, this student-led fundraiser is our largest of the 
year.  Students are encouraged to find sponsors for this fun day of “running” as classes compete against 
each other to see who can raise the most money for the top prize.  The day of Funis Runis is truly a day of 
excitement and fun!  The entire student body gathers in the gym after lunch, clad in their official Funis 
Runis t-shirts, to enjoy an afternoon of taking turns running crazy and silly laps.  Parents and siblings are 
welcome to attend and take part in the festivities.  K and 1st grade classes stay for this event as well. 

Westminster Annual Golf Tournament:  Is there a better way to support the fundraising efforts of your 
school than to participate in a day of golf?  Held at the Windyke Country Club, this annual event is a great 
way to raise money for the school through participation in the golf game and the accompanying auction.  
Participants are able to sign up as individuals or as teams of four.  The registration fee includes 18 holes of 
golf, golf cart and range balls, a player gift, team prizes in three flights, door prizes, lunch and hors 
d’oeuvres. 
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Fundraising Events (cont.): 

WA Game Night (Veni! Vidi! Vici!):  As you can tell, we like to have fun at our fundraisers and this event is 
no different! Veni! Vidi! Vici! night (Latin for “I came. I saw. I conquered.”) is designed as a community-
building event for parents that also serves as a fundraiser through the inclusion of a silent auction.  The 
main event is a game of trivia hosted by an US teacher in which each table of parents competes against the 
others for prizes.  This event is held every year when there is not a Gala event planned. 

Gala & Auction:  The Westminster Academy Gala & Auction serves as a more formal evening in which WA 
families serve as table hosts and invite family and friends to an evening of fine dining and the opportunity 
to participate in the silent and live auctions. 

Class fundraisers:  The Upper School (7th-12th grades) is allowed to engage in fundraising activities, with all 
money raised going toward their senior trip to Italy. Students in 9th -12th grades have been assigned specific 
fundraisers. The senior class offers hot lunches each Friday, alternating each week between a choice of pizza 
and Chick-Fil-A. They also sell Chick-Fil-A chicken biscuits on Monday and Thursday mornings. The junior 
class prepares and sells a hot dog meal to the lower school students and the sophomore class offers the same 
meal to the upper school students, each on separate Wednesdays once a month.  Known as “Dog Days,” the 
hot dog meal includes a grilled hot dog, bag of chips, dessert and soft drink. Finally, the freshman class 
holds several bake sales at school during the year. Any additional fundraising events must be approved by 
the administration before involving the Westminster community. For additional information, see the 
Student/Parent Handbook. 

Of course, these are just a few of the ways you can contribute to Westminster Academy.  For more information about 
donating, please contact our Director of Institutional Advancement, or his assistant. 

 

 for eXams and Other Tests:  Although 6th graders take a modified version of exams, formal exams begin in the 
7th grade.  Taken at the end of the fall and spring semesters, exams are comprehensive tests that cover the 

semester’s studies.  Upper School students take no more than two exams per day and are given a noon dismissal on 
exam days in order to aid in their preparation.  Second semester seniors enjoy the privilege of being exempt from any 
subject’s exam in which they have an A average. 

Achievement Tests:  Westminster students in grades 3rd—9th, take the ERB (Educational Records Bureau) 
CTP4 achievement test in late spring.  After extensive research by our administrators and teachers, the ERB 
test was chosen because it reflects the level of testing that best correlates with our model of teaching.  This 
test also allows the school to compare our students to public and independent schools nationally, as well as 
to other schools in the Association of Classical & Christian Schools (ACCS) to which we belong.  
Achievement test scores do not affect the student’s classroom grades, but are kept in the student’s files and 
are sent home to the parents once received. 

PSAT/NMSQT: All 9th—11th grade students take the PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test) on a particular Wednesday in the month of October.  The 9th and 10th grade 
students receive scores, but are not included in the competition for scholarships.  For the 11th grade, 
students may qualify for National Merit scholarships.  Results of the test usually arrive in December, but the 
announcement of semi-finalists for the scholarship is made in the fall of the student’s senior year.  Over the 
last five years, an average of 20% of WA seniors have been recognized by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation, one of the highest percentages in the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X 

11



 

Exams and Tests (cont.): 

AP Courses: AP (Advanced Placement) courses are designed to offer challenging, specialized content that 
adheres to national standardization guidelines and give high school students a chance to earn college credit 
while taking a high school course. While we recognize the benefits that such courses offer, we intentionally 
do not offer AP courses because offering them and teaching according to the AP’s pre-set curriculum is not 
compatible with our educational philosophy.  However, students are able to take the AP tests that are 
offered in early May.  It is very common for WA students to score well and receive college credit and/or the 
ability to skip certain basic-level college classes.  There is an $89 charge for each test the student decides to 
take, and a list of tests and dates are on the college board web site (www.collegeboard.com– follow links to 
AP courses). 

National Latin and Greek Exams:  All 6th—12th grade students who are taking Latin or Greek take these 
national exams in March.  Their performance is compared with students across the nation.  Students receive 
certificates, ribbons or medals based on their scores.  There is no charge to the families for these tests. 

 

earbook:  Westminster Academy’s annual yearbook has been in production since our doors opened in 1996.  In 
the year 2000, it was given its current name Excelsior, and in 2002 Westminster enjoyed its first color production.  

The Excelsior serves as a visual reminder of the accomplishments and events that occur at Westminster each year.  
Parents are given the opportunity to contribute pictures for consideration in the yearbook by emailing 
(yearbook@wamemphis.com) or dropping off pictures on CD to the office staff.  Because it is important to include all 
aspects of the school year, including graduation, yearbooks are delivered to students at the beginning of the next 
school year.  Graduating seniors will have the opportunity to come by the school and pick up their yearbooks before 
leaving for college.  Orders for yearbooks are taken during the fall semester. 

 

…..The End:  Commencement!  We cannot end our “ABC’s of Westminster” without talking about the end of the 
school year.  You have already read about our Farewell Assembly, which serves as the close to the school year, 

but the official end does not occur until we formally graduate our senior class from Westminster Academy.  Held on 
the same evening as the Farewell Assembly, the Commencement Ceremony is a worship service that celebrates the 
achievements of the senior class.  The Westminster Academy Commencement is always held at a local church and is 
open to all Westminster families and friends.  Even if you do not have or know a senior, it is highly recommended 
that you attend this ceremony steeped in Westminster tradition as an insight into the ethos of and love for our school. 
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